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I was the first person outside the dead man's close circle
of relations and friends to examine the literary material
he had left behind. There were some very interesting confi-
dential notes about the negotiations immediately preceding
the Locarno pact, also about certain world-famous personal-
ities who until very recently played leading parts in German
politics. The idea was that I should select and compile material
for a series of articles from the documents and diaries, and
that we should then acquire the publication rights from the
Stresemann family*
A number of interesting items would have had to be
omitted out of loyalty to the dead man, whilst the rest of
the material was, in my opinion* more interesting for
Germans than for other readers. So the project failed to
materialize. Stresemann's memoirs have since been published
by other irms.
Four months later, however, I did see a document of
extraordinary interest in Barcelona, where our local corres-
pondent, Conrado de Maluenda, had introduced me to
Professor Manuel Rubio Bonis of the local University. The
professor showed me an entirely unknown and unquestionably
authentic document in Italian, in the beautiful Gothic script
of the late fifteenth century* It was written by the hand of
one Giovanni Borromeo of Milan* a member of the famous
family to which the Borromcan Islands opposite Stresa in
the Lago Maggiore owe their name, and which has provided
the Catholic Church with a saint*
The document was dated 1494, and its author, who died
in 1495 and who had obviously felt his end approaching
when he wrote it, declares in it that he wished before his
death to impart to posterity a secret which had been confided
to him by his cWldren's tutor, a certain Don Pedro Martyr
Aitgleria, official chronicler of the 'Catholic Kings* and later
Ferdinand's and Isabella's diplomatic and financial agent
accredited to the Republic of Genoa, Angleria, who had
known Columbus personally, bad confided to the writer